A personal reflection on the issues surrounding the use of euphemisms following sudden death.
This paper uses Driscoll's (1994) model of reflection to review the care given to a family who encountered sudden bereavement in a coronary care unit. As a result of using euphemisms to describe and break bad news, the author experienced feelings of guilt and inadequacy. Implications for nurse education in the area of sudden death and bereavement are discussed, with a focus on the need to include the sensitive use of interpersonal skills necessary to provide comfort and support to the suddenly bereaved.